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that have looked at vouchers for low-income students.
The studies cover Charlotte, N.C.; Dayton, Ohio; Mil-
waukee, Wis.; New York City; and Washington, D.C.,
and were conducted by scholars at Harvard, Princeton,
the University of Texas and the University of Wiscon-
sin.

Every one of the studies found that students in the
voucher program gained more academically than their
peers. Some studies found outsized gains on math

Many people, including most public school officials,
say that a large infusion of taxpayer cash is required to
improve student performance.

But given the results of voucher and private scholar-
ship programs, what we really need is more competi-
tion among schools for the money that taxpayers are
already spending.

John R. LaPlante is an education policy fellow with
the Kansas-based Flint Hills Center for Public Policy.



