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higher graduation rate: 76.9
percent, compared to 73.9 per-
cent nationally. That’s an
extra 3 students out of every
100. Good for Kansas.

On the other hand, Kansas

‘does not take the top spot -

among its neighbors.
Nebraska enjoys a higher
rate, at 85.2 percent, as does
Missouri, at 78.3 percent.
Colorado and Oklahoma have
lower rates. Comparisons
aside, just over 8 out of every
4 students will graduate.
That’s hardly enough good
- enough for satisfaction.

Card. :
It has several different

tests, but the math and read-

ing tests given to fourth and
eighth grade students are the
most closely watched ones.
The results released in late
2005 show that Kansas does
significantly better than the
nation on three of the four
tests: grade 4 math, grade 8
math, and grade 8 reading. It
is equal to (not better than)
the nation on grade 4 read-
ing. It always outpaces
Oklahoma, but often the
other neighboring states of
Missouri, Nebraska, and

Thursday,
January 19, 2006



